



	
	
	
	
	


Wind company hails Vanastra stats 

Posted By Cheryl Heath

Posted 2 months ago

A Vanastra-based pilot project shows change is in the wind for turbine-generated power. 

According to test results released Sept. 29 from Owen Sound-based CWIND, a new friction-drive wind turbine from CWIND could make wind power more economically viable and commercially attractive for the Province of Ontario. 

According to company officials, the CWIND friction-drive design avoids the gearbox failures that limit the effectiveness of current wind generators. Based on data collected from a retrofitted 64-kilowatt turbine, CWIND has demonstrated proof of concept for its industry-first friction drive design, and has begun working on a utility-scale 2-megawatt turbine. 

“Our successful field testing proves that the CWIND friction drive turbine can provide reliable power generation on a commercial scale,” said Paula Mayor, CWIND’s Manager of Business Development. “Our friction-driven technology has the potential to go beyond conventional wind turbine scale-up limitations and offer commercial and cost benefits over all other turbine designs available today.” 

Also of importance, notes Mayor, is the Ontario-made turbines exceed newly introduced locally made requirement standards as the only other turbine producer in Canada is Quebec based where the manufacturer uses the European model. 

Though CWIND focuses on research, design and sales of its products, Mayor says there is ample opportunity for growth in the field given the province’s newly passed Green Energy Act will result in the elimination of many of the province’s energy generators, including coal-fuelled power.

Next up for CWIND is a commercial-scale project at the Vanastra site. In all, three .... Turbines will be erected for the company’s next pilot project. 

“Successfully completing the R&D and field testing gives us full confidence to proceed with our commercialization plan to bring utility-scale CWIND turbines to market,” said Mayor. “We are now actively seeking strategic partners to take our design to market.” 

Mayor notes while present-day public concerns about the safety of wind turbines will be addressed as they arise, but adds all of their models meet current standards and accreditations. Details of the testing and projections for larger scale turbines were released at the WWEC. For a copy of the poster presentation, please visit www.newworld-generation.com.
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